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Grand jury investigates sludge deal
Christine MacDonald and Paul Egan / The Detroit News

DETROIT — A federal grand jury has launched an investigation of a multimillion-dollar city sludge deal, meaning prosecutors plan to seek criminal indictments in connection with the probe.

Councilwoman Sheila Cockrel said Thursday she received a grand jury subpoena to produce all her documents related to two deals approved by the City Council under federal investigation.

Cockrel's subpoena is the first public indication that a federal probe of alleged bribery in connection with the Synagro Technologies Inc. sludge contract has advanced to the grand jury phase. Federal indictments must be issued by citizen grand juries, which deliberate in secret.

"One thing you can conclude is that at the end of the investigation, someone is likely to be indicted," said John Freeman, a former federal prosecutor in Detroit who is now a private attorney in Troy.



Businessman a star witness?
Rosendall, a Grand Rapids businessman, is a likely star witness before the grand jury, and likely has either a plea deal or some form of immunity in return for his testimony, Freeman said.

Rosendall, who lobbied for the contracts and was suspended without pay by Synagro after news of the federal investigation broke, became a cooperating witness and participated in a sting operation in which he was videotaped paying bribes to more than one city official, people familiar with the investigation said. Among those videotaped allegedly receiving a payment from Rosendall was John Clark, who resigned as chief of staff to Kenneth Cockrel after FBI agents showed Cockrel the videotapes.

Kenneth Cockrel has said he is not a target. Clark's attorney, Walter Pookrum, has said little.

Also under FBI investigation is Rayford W. Jackson, a Detroit businessman who was Synagro's local partner in the deal, people familiar with the investigation said. Jackson, who has refused to cooperate with the FBI, was also wiretapped, sources said.

At least two City Council members are under FBI investigation, including Conyers, the council president pro tem, sources said.



The Detroit News reported Thursday that federal agents investigating the Synagro deal bugged the cell and home telephones of Bernard N. Kilpatrick, father of Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick. Abraham Singer, Bernard Kilpatrick's attorney, said he is not aware of any allegations of wrongdoing against his client.

A federal grand jury consists of up to 23 people and requires a quorum of at least 16 in order to deliberate. At least 12 jurors must vote in favor of an indictment.

Freeman said there is no telling how long the grand jury investigation might last. A normal grand jury term is 18 months, but indictments can be returned more quickly than that, and the terms of grand juries can also be extended an additional six to 18 months, he said.

Those who are subpoenaed to appear before a grand jury can't take a lawyer into the grand jury room with them, but they are allowed to step outside and consult with an attorney before answering questions

