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DETROIT — Wayne County, Mich., Prosecutor Kym Worthy charged Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick and former chief of staff Christine Beatty on Monday with perjury, obstruction, conspiracy and misconduct. Kilpatrick said that he expects "full and complete vindication."



John Freeman, a former local and federal prosecutor who practices criminal law, said it's time for Beatty to consider cooperating with the prosecutor.

"If I were her lawyer, I'd probably be encouraging her to have a conversation with the prosecutor," Freeman said. "I'd be recommending that she consider cutting a deal and try to maintain her eligibility to become a lawyer when she graduates from law school."

Freeman also disagreed with the notion that it would be difficult at trial to place the text messaging devices in the hands of Beatty and the mayor. "Unless they were stolen, who else could possibly have been using them," Freeman said.

"That argument is like trying to reach for a life preserver that isn't there," Freeman said.



(Detroit Free Press reporters Naomi Patton, Joe Swickard and Jim Schaefer contributed to this report.)
(c) 2008, Detroit Free Press.
